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Sinne no more, 


OR 
A SERMON PREACHED 
in the Pariſh Church of Banbury on 


Tueſday the fourth of March laſt paſt, vypon occa- 
ſion of a moſt terrible fire that Rp there on the Sab- 


bath day immediatly precedenr,.and within the ſpace of foure 

houres was carried from the one end of the Towne to the other, 
4 with chat fury, as continuing to burneall the night, and much of 
the next day, it conſumed 103. dwelling houſes, 20. kilne- 

houſes ,-and other out-houſes, to the number of 660. 
bayes and vpwards, together with ſo much male and 
ather graine.apdeUmmodities, as amounted at 
the leaftro che value of twenty chou- 
ſand pounds. 


And now publiſhed for the ve of others, 
by the Author 


WILLIAM WHATELY Vicar of Banbury. 


2 PET. 1.14. 
The heauens being on fire ſhall be diſſolued, and the 
elements /ball melt with feruent heat. 


LONDO N, 
C Printed for Edward Langham,and arctobcfold 
by him in Banbury. 1628. 
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can doe. 


Eare brethren ; A true Chri- 
ſtian is the only happy 

| N man. He is a gayner byall 
; EL things. Lf his [tate decreaſe, 
S—2—- his {innc decreaſeth-too. If 
| his body be ſicke, bis corruptions ficken 
alſo: It his oarward man decay, his inwatd 
man is ſtrengrhaed, - If earth fauour him 
kſſe, he runs faſter to heauen : If friends 
proue ynkinde, he truſts moreinthe kind- 
nes of God. It death: kill bis body , it kills 
finae too, his greateſt enemy , which, 
before, cannot be quite killed. Bur this 
happineſſe fallerh nor ny the mouth of 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


a good -man' an his ſicepe- and in his 
dreames , withour his working, labouring, 
cndeuouring. The bleſiing of God calts 
not good things vpon vs in ſuch a carc- 
leſſe talhion, ro fauour our idleneſle. Wee 
muſt finde them by ſeeking, and atraine 
them by taking paines for them. Hethar 
would tetchgaine out of loſle, muſt ſwear 
for it, When I ſaw therfore the dammage 
which you had ſuſtained in your ſtates, 
I bethought my ſelfe of helping you to 
reape ſome profit by thar diſtrefſe. To 
that end I mcditated theſe things, and 
fpake them to you at our next: publike 
mecting; To the ſamecnd, I hauc made 
my.thoughts legible, putting them into 
your hands, and preſenting them voto 
yourcycs,: that you might not beablets 
forger:uherh vnleſſe you' will-put oh wit 
fulneffe. | Accepr them as ſigaes: of: my 
render care ouer you , and O' that every 
min amongſt you would-g&t this/books—- |. 
into:his houfe. and hands ,: and reade it 
more then. once, anditulfy it with ſerious 
ancntion: E know: it is not -of aty grear 

valuc 


value in itſelfe, buritis.-particularly and 
peculiarly fitted for yourpreſent:vſe, and 
inthat regard may moreprofityou, chan 
a better treatiſe in another kinde, know 
minc owne wants .well enough, neithar 
docl long to be publike. Yer now hauoI 
put my {clfe- forth of my! private: fludy, 
for your greater benefir, ins hope alſo t6 
dcriue the fruit of your calamity ro many 
more beſides your clues. 1 would us 
might pleaferhe divine Maieſty; toincline 
your wills 'ro the following of the 
counſell which this booke preſents 
ynto you. And Qtharhe "Rug alſo ſtirre 
vp the hearts of all. thoſe that thall reade 
theſc lines, ,to-pray for your profiting by 
the ſtroke, and withel; out of compallian. 
to your wants, to-be as forward for your 
ſupply as ſome haue bene already. How 
happy ſhould this correction be (and 
| how blefſed the wiſe correftor) which 
©" thould at once further your reckoning 
by procuring your amendment, & further 
thereckoning of many more by.inlarging 


their bountia. : and how happy ſhouldI 


account. 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
accotint:; my felfc if I might become an 
happy inſtrument of both. On the bended 
knces of my ſoule Lbeg both , of him that 
can giue both, bur the firſt in rhe firſt 
place. If our liucs be berter than before, 
well arc wee, though our ſtatcs be neucr 
fo plentifull as they were before: but; woe 
ynto vs if we recoucr our wealth, withour 
reforming our faults. The all-powerfull 
and moſt gracious God, workcthe former 
in you, thclatterfor you : with bis prayer 
I leaue you to his goodnefle, and reſt 


+ Your well-wiſhing Paſtor,” 
William VV hately. 


From wy fluly in Bexbury © Fh 
May 26, 1628, 
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Sinne no more_. 


A Sermonpreached 


ATI BANBVRY. 


3-5. Elbeloued Neighbours, 
Ivw - Friends, and Brethrets 
tn our Lord;To well pre- 
pared Hearers,a Preface 
7 both tedious, and ſu- 
perfluowr : ſuch, I pre- 
ſume,the preſent hand of 
God hath mad: you nore 
than any ſpeech of mine cas doe; for fight us a farre 
more powerful and commanding ſenſe, than bea- 
ring. Accept therefore, 1 pray you, of a double er- 
rand, which Thaue to doe onto you ; one m mine 
owne name, another in the name of Gad. From 
my ſelfe, I would ſpeake, partly, to them that haue 
| - been 
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2 Sinne no more. 


beene ſmitten with thu heauie ſtroke; partly, to 
them that haue eſcaped it. To the former, by way 
of condoling with them firſt, then of comforting 
them. Tothe latter, to congratulate with them, 
and to inſtruft them. Had I beene a ſtranger, to 
lodee amongst you for anight alone, or a traueller, 
to bait in your Towne for an houre, or paſſe thorow 
our ſtreets for a moment, yet 1 could not but haue 
ſadly lamented (0 heauie a ſpettacle, the flaming of 
ſo many houſes at once, the conſuming of ſo much 
ſubſtance, the out-cries of ſo many perſons, the de- 
ſolationof ſo great 'a number. of your dwellings ; 
but being an inhabitant, borne, bred, and brought 
Tp amongst you from mine infancie, and neucr 
abſent from_you aboue ſeuen yeares, for learnings 
ſake ; and nw at laſt, a Miniſter among you, 
and Paſtor ouer you, for the fpace of twenty yeares 
together ; I might be iuſtly charged to bane loſs all 
ſenſe and humanity, if I'were not deepely touched 
With your calamitie. Giue mine eyes leaue there- 
fore, to ſpeake vntoyou in the language of teares, 


and ſecing I heard ſo generall a crie for wate? pF 


ter, the other day; let me alſo cry, water, water ; 
and let all our eyes ioyne togetber, to powre forth 
a ſtreame of water, ſufficient to quench the res 

mainders 
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mainders of thoſe flames which are yet burning 
amongt you ; yea, to quenchthe glowing fire of 
Gods diſpleaſure for our finnes, which hath iuſtly 
kindled all theſe flames among cvs. There haue 
beene mournfull Prophetsinliracl, whoſe errand 
was 10 take op a lamemiation ouer their people, 
and call their hearers to mourning and ſaqneſſe ; 


ſuch an one it becommeth me to be at thi time, and 


in thi place, and, O that I could performe it ef- 


feftually. For where ſhould werather weepe than 


here? in the preſence,and in theeares, of our moſt 


graciou Father, who hath louingly ſmitten cos, 


and loueth to ſee bu children ſenfible of his blowes, 
neither can endure more than our ſelues ; ſuch 
bard hearted ſormes and daughters, as will make. 
nothing ofa beating. Moderate teares are pleafing 
$0 God that ſmiteth, who. doubtle;Je would haue 
hu children ſorry, that they haue made him an- 


gry : neither can anything leſſe become a Chriſti- 


an, then ſenſeleſſe ſtoiciſme. Moderate teares are 
profitable to men that are ſmitten, who be worſe 
wan diners beaſts, if they profit not by ſtripes, 
and cannot wax better by them, if they refuſe to 
ſmart -onder them. Let os therefore weepe toge- 
ther, becauſe wee haue beene afflicted together, 

B 2 yea, 


Sinne no more—; 
yea, betauſe we baue all together ſinned and. pro- 
eured afiiftion ; weepe you that baue loſt. your 
goods or houjes in whole, or in part, and let mee 
Weepe With you; becauſe the Lords band hath 
falne vpon you, and your ſelurs bauz proueked hu 
band ; weepe you that haus beheld the loſſes of 
your brethren, becauſe your ſelues baue deſerued 
the cyoſſe as well as they, and cannot tell how ſoone 
you may feele it. Weepe you my neerer neighs 
bours of the towne that ſtood amazed and perplex- 
ed with fearfull ſuſpence, hoping, and yet dowbting 
what would become of your own goods and houſes. 
Weepe you my remoterneighbours of the country, 
that ftood aſtoniſhed inthe bebolding of ſuch a re- 
medileſſe accident and could not hate leaſure then 
to weepe for wondring,or helping, or both.Weeps 
you that were then abſent,and ſaw it not, but haue 
beene thu morning ſþeftators of ſo great a deſola- 
tion,as 1 thinke few of your eyes bauec cuer ſeene be- 
fore. Weepe out of feare, as children, that ſee their 
fathers wrath in beating their brethren, and kno 
not who muſt ſuſfernext. Weep incharity,to ſhaw 
your ſelues feeling members of the ſame body, 
whereof when one member ts griened.all doe [ym- 
pathize Weepin pity to belp to eaſe the burdens of 
the 
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the diſtreſſed, who cannot but find their croſſes mi- 
tigated in finding a part of their ſorrowes borne by 
others, Weep in obedience, to fulfill the moſt ex. 

preſſe commandement of ourGod,by weeping with 

them that weep Weep as men,becauſe youare wit- 

meſſes of themiſeries of men. Weepe as Chriſtians, 

becauſe they be Chriſtians that ſuffer. Weepe as 

next neighbours, becauſe your next neighbours 

and familiar acquaintance haue ſmarted. And 
let ros all lift vp our voices and weepe, in the 

bearing of the Lord our God, within hu houſe, 

that ſeeing vs humbled vnder bt holy hand, hee 

may know what courſe to take with vs, as once hee 
ſaid. to-Uracl, after their erefting of the golden 

Calfe. The Lord'compares himſelfe toa father, 

that hangs betwixt anger and pity, reſolued on 

neither, but inclined to that, that the carriage of 
hu children may call for. , by ſtriking further if 
they ſtoope not, and defiſting from ſtripes if they 

doo. Alas, alas, what abreach haſt thou Lord 
madeamoneiivs ? Flow many dwelling places 

are become deſolate ? Flow many inhabitants de- 
ſtitute of habitation ? Flow many wealthy men, 

made leſſe wealthy, and poore men more poore ? 


Fow many rich men are become poore, and poore 
B 3 men. 


6 Sinne no more. 
men beggars ? How are the labours of many a fa- 
thr, Grand-father, great Grand-father, ſuddenly 
conuerted into ſmoake and rubbiſh, in the ſpace of a 
day and night?Othe raging fir yof the tempeſIuous 
winds, when they haue once gotten fire and flame 
withintheir bluſtring mouths ! O the hideow vi- 
olence of fire and flames, when they haue gotten to 
themſelues the wings of the wind to flie about 
withall! And O the loathſome odiouſneſſe of thoſe 
wicked finnes of ours, which like fooles we loue 
ſo dearely, and hug ſo faſt within our boſomes ; 
yet alas, we ſee they cauſe a tender hearted father 
zo burnein diſpleaſure againfl vs. Weepe 1 pray 
you and ſpare not, but weepe like Chriſtian men, 
yea, like men that are ſantlified through the 
knowledge of Chriſtianitie. Weepe not only, nor 
chiefly, nor ſcarce at all, for the loſſe of your 
godds, the ruine of your houſes, the impoueriſhing 
of your ſtates, the wants that you may perbaps 
ſuffer ; but weepe alſo, yea, weepe chiefly, and in 
a manner onely, for the finnes of your ſoules, the 
diſorders of your lines, the priuate offences of © | 
your families, thepublique offences of the towne, 
and particular tranſgreſſions of your perſons. The 
teares of the fleſh be fruitleſſe teares, "and the 
ſorrowes 
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[orrowes of nature, barren ſorrowes ; but the 
teares of grace, and the mourning of the ſpirit, are 
a ſeed moſt precious and moſt fertile. O that ws 
could now ſow them in great abundance for our fit- 
tre benefit. Fl: ſhall gaine much by worldly loſſes, 
that turneth the griefe of bu loſſes vpon his finnes. 
But my brethren,let not your weeping and lamen- 
tation be like that of Rahel, whereof the Prophet 

foretelleth, that thee wept and would not bee 
comforted : nay, but let mee goe on to giue you 
comfort, and doe you prepare your ſelues to take 

it. In truth, no griefe 11 profitable to man, or þlea- + 

ſing to God, Further than it tendeth to comfort, 
and endeth in it, As good not mourne at all, as 
drowne our ſelues in our owne teares : now there- 

fore, ſtoppe your weeping for a ſpace, and let me... 
become your comforter, and call you to reioycing 
in the middeſt of thu croſſe, and in deſpight of it. 

What can better become a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
thanto raiſe -oþ thoſe that are ſad and heauie in 
heart? and ſeeing we be furniſhed of meanes, to 

, comfon the ſoule againſt its greateſt and moſt in- 
toleraby euils ; [ball wee not be able to reutns it 
againſt iy outward calamitie ? Make your ſelues 

cheerefulrberefore in the Lord your God,as once 
We 
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we reade that Dauid did at Ziglag, when hu caſe 

was worſe than the worſt of yours. For be bad 
not alone loſt bit houſe and goods ; but his wines 

and children to boot , and with them the loue of, 

in a manner, all his ancient ſouldiers, which (im- 

puting their miſery to him ) began at length to 

talke of [toning their Generall. And if you will 

but cleare pp your eyes alitth: from weeping, and 
caſt them vpward, towards the Ruler of heauen, 

there #1 ſtore of comfort in bim, that can neuer 

loſe that worthy title of the God of all comfort. 

For, my brethren, hee hath loſt nothing in #bi 

great loſſe of yours , neither tt hu ſtate decayed, 

becauſe ſome of yours be ſo ; nor 11 he leſſe weal- 

thy in the leſſening of your wealth. Suppoſe that 

one of your children had loſt a groat or a zeſtar, 

which it pleaſed one of you to give bim, would 
that loſe ondos himthinke you ? neſt be be ſtar- 

ued or hunger-bitten becauſethat poore peece of fil- 

wer could be found no more? Or ſuppoſe (ome man of 
wealth and place, ſhould haue bad bu out-houſes 

burnt, in which the flaues and bindes of by famtin 
ly did wont to lodge ? muſt they thereforeembrace 
therockes for a conering, as lob ſpeakerth ? and 
he wet with the ſhowers of heaucn fol want of 

CONue> 
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connenient lodging ? O no my brethren, a weal- 
toy maſter will provide an houſe for bis bond- 
men to put their beads in, and (et vp a better, if 
a worſe be burut ; and the many pounds that 
remaine in the fathers cheſt, ſhall ſupply the 
wants of a childe that hath loſt his ſmall ſtocke 
of a few ſhillings. Gods your maſter , God is 
Jour father ; and ſeeing aChriſtians richesare 
in Gods keeping, he muſt count himſelfe to haue 
loſt nothing, ſo long as God hath loſt nothing. 
The Lord of Heauen bath as much money, and 
as much mercie now as euer he bad, Therefore 
ſhould you bee as ioyfiull now as euer, and ſay 
with Dayid, the Lord is my ſhepherd, ( as 
much fince this fireas before) and therefore 1 
an ſure I ſhall not want, It ts eafie with God to 
reſtore you more then all this( and twice ſo much 
a this ) which theraging flames haue denoured, 
And if his neuer- deceiued wiſdome ſee it fit for 
you, he will more than make vþ your loſſes, and 
cauſe your latter end to be more plentifull than 
-your beginnings , as it was once, promiſed and 
per formed to diſtreſſed lob. I called upon 
you to motrne before , not becauſe you had loſs 
C your 


10 Sinine no more—. 


your wealth , but becauſe this croſſe doth come 
from God, asa figne of bis diſpleaſure. I call 
pon you now to-be comforted,becauſe the Lord 
will accept your humiliation and (hew himſelfe 
reconciled. But ſay it ſbould pleaſe your heauenly 
father , to make your earthly portion [canter 
t0.your dying day, than it hath beene heretofore ; 
yet baue you cauſe, my brethren, and moſt 
. ablndant cauſe , tocomfort your i ſoules in him, 
that bath granted you farre better things than 
thoſe that are earthly. He hath left you bimſelfe, 
- onne , his ſpiriz, tbe hope of biskingdome, 
zbe prom! miſesof bis Goſpel that rich and pretious 
Tewel of faith , and (that that Dauid thought 
to be Getter than thouſands of gold and filuer) 
the iudgements of bis mouth. He hath left you 
: the ſpiritual! bleSings, wherwith be hath bleſſed 
you in Chriſt, that by fixing your eyes on them 
(be more in tbe abſence of theſe meaner things, 
which did call your thoughts from them) you 
might cauſe the confideration of theſe ſo ſurpaſ- 
fing excellent things, to make the lefſe of thiſe 
trifles [ceme nothing. A man loſeth a payre of 
glones, or knife, or bandkerchiefe, out of his 
pocket, 
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pocket, but his purſe (( wherein weremany rich 
Tewels with ſtore of gold and filuer) bee loſeth 
not; will that loſſe torment him , or breake his 
fleepe ? God bath ginen thee, that art his childe, © 
bu ſpirit of adoption to ſeale thee to himſelfe, | 

the bloud of his ſonne to purge thee from thy \ 
finnes, and the beginnings of holineſſe, as an 
earneſt penny of thy perfet happines , and/ball 
the loſſe of afew goods, anda dirtic houſe, make | 
thee looke with a deieFted countenance,or cary a 
ſad heart about withthee ? O make it appeare 
that you count Gods fawour, Chriſts bloud, 


the _ power, tiches enough, by ioying-ins 


a  Reiogce more that + thy [onle is freed 

from the danger of being euerlaſtingly burnt 

an thoſe ———__ flames of bell fire, thas 
rieue that thy goods are burnt in the flames of 

PIT re that 1c_well neere-already quenched, 

euen Within the ſpace of a day or two. Be more 
glad that ih thou haſt ſuch an enduring ſubſtance 

laid hai pin ij celeſtial babitations (whither 

te 


neither nor enemie , nor Water nor fire 


can approch) az (hall neuer be taken from thee 
C 2 by 
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by firz or any other accident, than be ſad becauſe. 
thy worldly ſubſtance t« much of it marred and 


conſumed. 1f you-baue ſpirituall eyes, ſhew it 


now by looking tothings. imtfable, an and by tak taking 
with ioy 3 bf: of your goods, euen 1e11 For OTE manK: 


wer alſo as the ſaintsof ola dia the lofſe of theirs 
in another -meaſure. Is were a ſhame of al 
ſhames, if earthly loſſes ſhould take away com- 
iſtiarheart, that hath heauenly , 
benefits remainiig entize onto it. Let them be 
formented with comfortleſſe griefes, atthe lofſe | 
of houſe and gvods, that know not nov haut. any* 
thing better than bouſe or goods: but t for they them 
which [ay they know that all thrs world 77 7- 


— — ——_— 


thing, and Pofeſ[ethur 2 — 
and ne neuter fading Nbeptance"n another word, 


forthe (I ſay). tomake a great mourning for 
ſo little a lofſe, when ſo Ex phi gaines 
#bjurd and nteaſonable. Your ” Pathay bath 
ſtoxe « of thoſe trifles whi ant, he hath' 
tranted gas fore of 1hings farre better: than 
theſe's reioges in: hin;\ Fetogce in'tbem,"ahd'F 
f m—_ youtn Gods nate, and ar.you be Chriſti- 

_—_ ans, 


Srame'hO Mare. T3 
ans; let wot this croſſe cruſh your hearts, what 
euer become of your eſtates. Yea "verily bree 
thren, thoſe of you that baue felt \and are like 
to feele moſh miſery by the preſent ehaſtiſe- 
ment, baueyer cauſe of comforting themſelues 
in athankfull acknowledgement of the greater 
miſeries, which they might haue MT and 
hane eſcaped. 

_ © Are'weenot bappy that more than Bulfe the 
Towne tt left emire and -ondefaced, though I 
thinke* a'third part haue paſſed thorow the 
flames? Are" wer now" bappy' that uf" goods 
and houſes alonz; not our Wities and chilaren, 
our limmes and bodies,hawe beenefeized'opon” 
by the far yof thin inſuſferable element? Had 
the wind and fir &vonſpirod again(F.vva mitl-' 
night, a1 dt nooe Yay ; had they beene-ſ1 ffered 
td: lie in'\ambuſb till wee had att betaken' our 
ſolnes'r0 Jiciet reſt; ardbey. brithe- forth" "B24" 
Wee- Were \ al ABbaKÞ 00th Nirring" nbyoad t0* 
ſerue God'; wo doubt but many a man hat loft 
a0afvss ,"Miny 4 lagge, mithy:an' eye; ſome” 
tho Holes pin 'Yetr* 02 wth, crlnty*t bet" 


wines ona PFiewds; wiiebwotild has 
C 3 been? 
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beene ſo ſuddenly ſurprized with the vnexpe- 
Hed comming of that greedy enemy, 4s they 
could not haue bethought themſelues of 4 
meanes in that haſte, and in ſuch darkneſſe, ei- 
ther to haue fled from it , or draurn it fron 
them. 

Herein therefore acknowledge you the gen- 
tleneſſe and clemencie of God, that did ſo mo- 
derate thu chaſtiſement, in regard of the ſea- 
ſon of its breaking forth, as that you eſcaped 4 
farre greater miſery thanthat which you haue 
ſuſtained byit. Wee muſt as well looke from 
what wee haue beene delivered, as what wee 
baucendured, that our thankfulnefſe may mo- 
derate our ſorrowes, and our ioy inthe onemay 
temper our griefes for the other, Wy 

Take comfort therefore , how great ſocuer 
thy loſſe tu, that thy croſſe 4 not greater : take 
comfort in this, That your Jelues or your friends 
were not halfe burnt in your beds : Take com- 
fort is thu, that you haue receiued thoſe bea- 
uenly rvertues, which the fire cannot burne : 


— —— —— 
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that if you doe, as 1 bope you will, make a good 
roſe of thir, the Lord will finde 4 meanes to 
lade you with hu bleſſings, and' reſtore the., 
things that the fire bath deuoured, at once bee 
promiſeth to: doe thoſe that the Graſhoppers 
had eaten vp. Mourne ſo before God, as thus 
#0 comfort your [clues in God, and bleſſed be 
that mourning, bleſſed that comfort. 
| Now hauing thus ſetled your hearts, that 
eams bleeding bither with Gods blowes,let mee 
zurne my ſpeech to you that haue only felt the 
wind of the ſtroake as it were , and not the 
ſmart of it, and ſo not ſo much as the wind: and 
with you, and for you, and for my ſelfe among 
zbe reſt, let mee bleſſe and praiſe God,and great- 
ly reioyce in him, that hath ſpared the greater 
part of the Towne, quite contrary to our feares 
and cries, that ſaid wee were all ryndone, and 
that ſure all the Towne would be (as eafily it 
might baue all beene ) burnt. Blejſed be God, 
that a pars alone, and not the whele Borough, 
bath beene conſumed, and that the greater part 
remaineth to ſuccour the leſſer, Bleſſed be God 
tbat Banbury Towne alone, and not Banbury 

Country, 
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Country, kept ſo heauy a Sabbath, and fitteth 
in.duſt and aſhes. Bleſſed be God that many 
Townes ,at.once. had not" felt what bauocke 
wind and fire can make when they meet toge- 
ther and ioyne their forces in one. This bur- 
ning was terrible indeed, but nothing to that 
which we haue heard of, .and ſome of our eyes 
haue ſcene in other countryes, by name in Ger- 
many, whither a reuerend Diuine, not long 
fince accompanying an Ambaſſadour, affirmed 


that his owne eyes told there at one inſtant, . 


the number of fix and twenty villages and 
zownes, all burning at once round about one 
Citie... O ſuch.a flame 4s that ', would huye 
made our bunning ſeems none other than.a 
playful bonefire , for children to fport about. 
But bleſſed, bleſſed be the gnoſt high God, that 
{ſuch fires, ſo Wittingly led by the maliti= 
ous band's of mortall enemies, haue not waſted 
and conſumed Towne and Country and all, that 
neither ſbould be ahlg3o releeue other. Reioyce 
therefore all of you, that haue not felt that. 
ſeueritie whereof your neighbours ang friends 
baue WE becauſetbhe Lord hath pleaſed 10 


reſtraine 
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reftraine the fury of the fire, and not ſuffer 


it 0 ſeize on your goods and houſes : and you 
that haue ſuſtained much dammage your ſelues, 
yet ſhew your ſelues feeling members and re- 
toyce with them that reioyce. Be glad that 
thou baſt ſcap:d what others haue felt ; be 
glad that others haue ſcaped that thou haſt 
felt : let thy freedome ſeeme to thee greater, 
becauſe others went not free , and bleſſe the 
Lord the more for it. Let thy miſery ſeeme 
to thee the leſſe, becauſe others haue not en- 
ured the like miſery ; and bleſſe thou the. 
Lord as much for their freedome, as thou 
bemoaneſt thine owne dammage : out of free- 
dome and out of miſerie both wee muſt all 
picke matter of thankſgiuing ; neither ſhould 
any affliction euer befall ps, but that wee 
ought t totake notice that God doth ſh:w there- 
in more mercy than rigour, more gentlene/ſ: 
#ban ſharpneſſe. But aboue all, my brethren, 
I coneratulate with them amonegs$t you, that 
baue begun to lay the foundation of an edi- 
fice of bounty, for their relesfe that are now 
forced to want releefe, and haue brought in 
D to 
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#0 #22, 4s it were, the firſt fruits of bounty 
and compaſiion ; whom I will not ſo farre 
defraud of their iuſt praiſe , but that 1 will 
name them Vvnto you in the ſame order that 
they made themſelues knowne to mee, and not 
in the order of their places in other reſþetts. 

The firſt I will not name, becauſe hee ts 
neere vnto my ſelfe, the fountaine from whom 
T haue iſſued, who (befides that which bit 
owne hands hauec largely diſtributed) did put 
into mine bands alſo, yeſterday morning, ihe 
ſumme of rwenty (hillings , to diſtribute to 
the poorer ſort, that were extremely comfort- 
leſſe. 

The ſecond was an old acquaintance, 
ſchoole-fellow , fellow pupil, chamber-fellow, 
of mine, M*, TosEpH PALMER by name, 
a long Student and 5kilfull Praftitioner in the 
neceſſary Science of Phyficke, who ſent mee 
the ſame day ten ſhillings, to be in like man- 
ner beſtowed. 

The third was a worthy and well-diſþoſed 
Rnight, that bath ately taken an habitation 
amongs$t vs , and lineth to be an ornament 

io 
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tothe noble profeſſion of Armes, Sir Tr 0- 
MAs DvTTON of Wickam, in this 
Pariſh, who gaue mze with bis owne hands 
twenty ſhillings for the fame preſent -o/ſe, 
withall earneſtly exborting mee to ſtirre vþ 
the liberalitie of the Country, at thit preſent 
meeting. 

Laſtly, the right Worſhipfull Sir W 1 1 - 
LIAM Co8B of Adderbury Knight,with 
the reuerend Maltcr Otois Miniſter 
of the ſame Towne, and the Worfſhipfull 
Maſter WitLLiamM DANvERSs,cam? 
home to mee yefterday , and brought with 
thew that which was better than money, a 
declaration of their pitiful reſpeft of our 
toſſes, requeſting mee to p:rſwade the Ma- 
giſtrates, that they ſhould take ſome ſpeedy 
courſe for the ſupplying of the preſent. 
great nece(ſitie of the poorer ſort , promi- 
fing themſelues to ſhew their louing reſpett 
to the Towne, and tender compaſſion to the 

re. 

With thoſe particulars which I know, and 
ll others which 1 know not, that haue de- 

: D 2 clared 
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clared the like compaſſion and bounty, I con- 
gratulate the gooaneſſe of God io them, and 
in them. Bleſſed be the merciful, bleſſed be 
theythat conſider wiſely of the poore, bleſ- 
ſed be thoſe that will lend freely to God, 
when hee comes a borrowing in hi needie 
ſeruants and children. Bleſſed be thoſe. 
that ſhew themſelues liuing members of the 
(ame body, by commiſerating and releeuing 
the miſeries of the miſerable : and bleſſed 
be God for all, who giueth all to all, and 
hath taken but ſome from ſome, aud hath 


9iuen to others an heart to affoord releefe 


to them from whom hee hath taken almoſt 
all. 

And now (brethren) let mee beſeech aud 
exhort you all to follow the good examples 
of thoſe that haue gone before you in the 
prattiſe of thoſe moſt excellent graces of 
mercy and liberalitie. Now 14 a time when 
Wee mit put y0u"in minde of, and you 
muſt carefully follow the charitable coun- 
ſell of Tohn the Baptiſt to hi attentiue 
hearers ; let him that hath twe coats. gine 

one 
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one to him that hath none ; and let bim that 
hath food, doe likewiſe. For thy end hath 
the Lord (pared _you,:that y0u{bou uid learn - : 


not to_be ſparing to Jour brethren... Put ) > 


Jour. ſelues to voluntary charges in; works }- 
of rh ſeeing the LW bath ferborna 
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of that which God hath left its your cuſtody, 
that hee may not declare hy anger _ 
you, for your being niggard(y of that wheeh 
hee--pouchſafed to. leaue with you, hg 
wight be an inſtrument of bounty. Now for- 
get nat to diſtribute and.communicate, gd 
zo offer tboſe ſacrifices herewith the Lord 
1; pleaſed to teſtifie him{elfe well pleaſed. 
Now kt your abundance ſupply their wants, 
whom God bath therefare called t0 wawt 
that he might giue you an occaſion of deela- 
ring the abtndance of your charitie, in com- 
miſerating and relecuing their want of ne: 

D 3 ceſſaries. 
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ceſſaries. No co$t « more religiouſly , more 
everiuonſly, more rbyiftily beſtowed, than 
that which « laid Ip. in heauen, though is 
be laid'out on carth. Bountiful and and _mer- 
cifull aftions are the beſt Bargaines, and 
the beſt: purchaſes. No fire ſpall be able to 
conſums thoſe: riches, wherewith a man 
doth exrich 'bimſelfe by ſuccouring thoſe 
that are diſtreſſed. Thu ts a good and 4 
ſure foundation; laid vp againſt the time 
30: come. Shew: your thankfulneſſe to God 
by your liveralttie to bu; people : let almes- 
deeds be your thanke-offerings , that God 
may'ſtill preſexus your ſubſtance for new 
thanke-offerings. There # no ſurer way t0 


keepe your ſelues from euer wanting, than 
taking care that others want not, which 
but for your liberalitie muſt nzeds be preſ? 


ed and pinched with wants. It u a more 
blefſed thing to giue than to receine.as (briſk 
bimſelfe bath told -vs : Giue willingly, giuz 
ſpeedily , giuz: plentifally , that the Lord 
may make you al pages givers rather than 

recoiners. 
But 
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Bnt I beſeech you. (brethren) let there 
be none, no not one amongit you, that out 
of a maliciow defire to ſcourge pietie, ſo 
nicke-named, vpon our fides, (hall mocke 
at Puritaniſme, vpon occafion of thu hand 
of God which he bath ſtretched out againſt 
vs, Whom the world bath pleaſed, but 
falſely, to terme Puritans. Or if any man 
will needs take occafion to laugh at hiy bre- 
thren, whom bu father ſees good to cor- 
ret before hu eyes, wee cannot but be aſſu- 
red that ſuch petulancie and wantonneſſe 
ſball much difpleaſe that louing Father, 
which -oſeth bis rods to warne one in ano- 
thers ſufferings : and leauing him to bee 
iudeed by God, that can take hu times 
of fit correftions for all his ſonnes and 
daughters, wee will pity hi ignorant fol- 
lie, that doth ſo miſſe-interpret the Lords 
ſeueritie, comforting our ſelues with the 
Apoſtles ſaying, that bath told ys, how 
Iudgement begins at the houſe of God, 
and that the father correeth cucry ſonne 
whom he recciueth, 


And 


24- Stnne no more. 

And ſo much ( weli-belowed Brethren ) 
thought 1 fit to fbeake onto you from my 
fſelfe, and in mine owne name. Now bauing 
finiſhed mine owneerrand, I come to ſþeake 
vnto you 4s Chriſts Ambaſſadour , in his 
name, and in hy words, as himſelfe did -o- 
ter them in the fifth chapter of S. lohns Go- 


ſpell, the 14. verſe, ſaying, 


Sinne no morc,leſt a worſe thing come 
ynto thee, 


IOWN 5. VER 14. 


Sinne no more, leaSt a worſe thing come onto 
thee, 


His ſentence was ſpoken by our 
' bleſſed Savioiir himſelfe, to a 
man whom himſelfe had a little 
betore, miraculouſly cured of a 
long and lingring ſickneſſe, Itis 
#2 ) aplaine ſentence, that the wea- 

VR Sh keſt capacity may conceiue it. A 
ſhort ſentence, that the teebleſt memory may retaine 
it, Ir is very nee;Ifull, becauſe it declareth a moſt be. 
hoofefull duty.and very tcrrible, becauſe it rFreatens 
a very fcarefull puniſhment : You cannot but ſee it 
dining it felte ito tvo portions, A plaine comman- 
dement, a ſharpethreatning , the firſt, enjoyning the 
right vſc of former calamities; the ſecond threatning, 
the neg'e& »f ſach vie with new and worſe calami- 
tics, Sinne n9 more, that isthecommandement,know 
itto practiſe it : lea a worſe thing fall upon thee, that 
is thethreatnino, know it andauoid it : The former 
ſaying may perhaps ſeeme (trange,for who can attaine 
to ſuch perfeCtion,of ſinning no more? \When the Scrip- 
turetelleth vs,that in many things,we fin all, andchat 
no man liueth and finnethnot: Thelatter ſaying may 
perhaps ſeeme impoſſible,for whocan imagine a worſe 
miſery, then cight and thirty yeares ſicknetſe > Bur if 
we conſider the infiniteneſſe of Gods Iuſtice, we ſhall 


E caſily 
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eaſily perceiue,that it is as caſie to him tolay a worſe 
croſle,then any that betell formerly,vpon him that wil 
not profit by that which he hath felt already ; for ſure 
the Lord hath as much power,as man hath ſinne, an4 
canas quickly make the weight of puniſhment hcaut- 
er,as man can make the werght of finne heauier.Andif 
weconf1der the infiniteneſle of Gods grace in Chriſt, 
accepting the will forthe deed, and working the wi!l 
an. the deed, we ſhal eaſily ſee, the meaning of Chriſt 
in bidding him /izne mo more, know then, that theſe 
words arc to be vnderſtood euangelically, in that the 
Lord will reckon him to haue ſinned no more, that 
doth {tedfaſtly, purpoſe and conſtantly labour to //»ze 
no more, To forlake at leaſt the vſuall praCtiſe of groſle 
ſinnes, andthe willing allowance ofall, cuen the leaſt 
knowne finnes; this is in the Goſpell phraſc to ſinne xo 
more, and this is both poſſible, and alſocaſtcto him 
that is begotten from aboue, In theſe words then, you 
hauetwo points tonote; A duty, andthe danger, it 
wenegle& thedutic: of the firſt at this time,at another 
time ofthe latter. 

Learne therefore I pray you, fromthe mouth of our 
bleſſed Sauiour,that one ſpeciall vic of our afflitions, 
15 our reformation, His chaſtiſements muſt reclaime 
vs from ourcuill waics; and though before wee were 
afflited,we went aſtray, yet afterwards, we muſt ceaſe 
toſlinneany more,andlearne hisrighteons indgments; 
Goe,and ſin ns more, This is the {ruit that the Lord doth 
looke for, from his correEtions. 1 his is that,uwhich 7- 
ſay, the Prophet dothreachvs alſo, ſaying, Chap. 27, 
ver.g9. by thu ſhall the iniquity of lacob be purged, and 
this isall fruit, corake away his finne; why doth the 


Gold ſmith caſt his gold into the furnace, but that it 
| may 
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Any come out more pure from droſfe> And fo doth 
the Lord try vs in the furnace of aduerſitie, that the 
drofſe of our finnes may be purged from vs,” That wee 
ſhould be reformed by them as appeareth,becaule the 
Lord complaineth for want of this efte&t, 1/ay 15. fay- 
ing, why ſhould you bee ſraitten any more ? yee willreuolt 
more and mare: as if he had faid, thatitis in vaine to 
corre&a people,that will not be amended by correCti- 
ons, An4 by the Prophet Ames, Chap.g.ver.8. the 
Lord doth fiue times together reprooue the people, 
that notwithſtanding the diuers calamities: wherewith 
hee had declared his diſpleaſure againſtthem fortheir 
ſinnes, yet yee haue not returned wnto mee ſaith the_z 
Lord of Hoſts. Now there is notrue conuerſion with- 
out amendmenrt.lfwe caſt not away our tranſgreſſions, 
wecannot be counted true conuerts; Seeing then, the 
not conuerting to God by meanes ofchaftiſements, is 
greatly condemned,and amendmentis achiefe part of 
turning;we muſt needs confeſs that the Lord requireth 
that this converſion and amendment ſhould follow 
from his ſtripes. No man will queſtion this truth, 
The plainneſſe of ir (hall ſpare vs a labour of further 
proofes, 

Two principallreaſons may perſwade vs to it: Firſt, 
ſinne is the cauſe of all the miſery wee feele; miſery 
therefore ſhould induce vs to forſake finne, For it is 2 
brutiſh folly to complaine of any em], and notobſerne 
the cauſethat deſcrueth the ſame. to remone it. Sceing 
the Lord isthe judge and ruler of all the world, an} 
that nothing doth befall the ſonnes of men,bur by his 
appointment, (as our Chriſtian religion commandeth 
vsro beleeue, which teacheth the dofrine of Gods 
{peciall prouidence) either wee muſt impute vniuſtice 

E 2 and 
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and crueltie to God,as if he were angrie fornothing, 8 
delighted in the Creatures vnhappines(which blaſphe- 
my nature it ſclfe abhorreth , as moſt repugnant to 
all right reaſon ; for how ſhould that be found in God? 
the fountaine ofall goodneſſe, which maketh the men 
in whom it is found, to looſe all the honour of good- 
nefle)or elſe we muſt confeſſe, that our wickedneſſe is 
the roote of all our wretchedneſſe; andthatrherefore 
weare {mitten by God, becauſe wee hauetranſgreſſed 
the law of God, and hence alſo muſt conclude(euen 
out of lone-to our owne wellfare, as well as out of du- 
ty to'our maker)thatwe will ſurely caſt from vs thoſe 
things, which we finde in experience to be miſchic* 
uous vato vs, VVhat childe is there who being whip- 
ped, doth notcryoutT will doe no more,I will doe no 
more? Yhatmalcta&or will not preſently promiſe to 
leaue-the pfatiſe of thoſe- crimes, that procure his 
bands and umpriſonment? VVe are voyd of that vnder- 
ſtanding which is to be founde in very infants, & inthe 
worſt of men,ifkwe make notthe like concluſions, from 
the ſiripes & puniſhments which ourheauenly father, 
andthe chicte 'ruler of this whole world, doth inflikt 
vpon vs. Tell methen, is not God the author of thine 

atftlitions, whatſocuer the ſecondary cauſe be? cither 
confefle. this, or profeſſe thy ſelfe an heathen, an epi 
cure ; andif this be true, either when thou feeleſtthe 
prints and ſcars of his diſpleaſure againſt thy ſinnes, 
thou muſt reſolue to leaue thy ſinnes, or clic confeſſe 

thy ſelfe afoole, a beaft, that hath no regardof his 

owne happineſſe and comfort, 

Againe, this is the ſole way of becomming great 
gayners by our mileries, to reforme our liues, and caſt 
away our finnes, And who would not doe that worke 


(though 
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(though paynfull)thac ſhall cauſe afflitions to end in 


comfort? not alone procuring the remouall of the 
croſſe, bit an increaſe of bleſſings allo? If when our hea» 
uenly father chaſtiſeth vs, wee fling away our ſins, he will 
nor alone caſt away his rods, and ceaſe{miting, but will 
alſo bethink himſcifof many benefits, whereby to decl-re 
that his anger isturned into fauour.So wel is God pleaſed 
with beholding the dutifulnes of his ſeruants,in ſtouping 
to his hand, and redrefſiag what hath prouoked him, 
that he will be ſo much more bountitull and gratious to 
them, by how much he hath more aftflitedrhem before, 
and fo it ſhall be better with them, then if they had nor 
beene ſmitten at all: where is our wiſdome? where isloue 
to our ſclues? where is our naturall deſire of happineſle ? 
ifwe take not ſo good an opportunity, to turne our woe 
into weale, our ſorrow into toy, our foreſt calamity into 
greateſt conſolation?If we doubt of this effect of an holy 
reformation, the Lord hath pur vs out of all doubt, by 
cauſing itto be, both promiſed and performed vnto 7056, 
and in him to all that are afflited, 796 11. 14. verſe. Ze- 
pbar tellerh 7:6, that which God himſelfedid make good 
at laſt, If iniquity be in thine hand, put it farre away, and 
let not witkeane(ſe dwell in thy tabernacles, Loe what an 
afflited man muſt do, his care muſt beto puree his hand 
and his houſe of all manner of wickedneſſe and fſinne, 
This ithe will doe, heare how the Lord willreward his a- 
mendment, His eſtate ſhall bee amended as much as his 
ſoule, and more, andGo4 will make milery to fly as farre 
from him.,as he hath chaſed iniquity,for the ſaith he,ehou 
ſoalt liſt vp thy face with 0: [pet, yea thou ſhalt be ftedfaſt 
&> not feare,nacaning,l take it,thou ſhalt enioy the cofor- 
table aſſurance ofthe remiſſion of thy ftas, and ſhalt reſt 
aſſuredly and fearelefly perfiwaded, thatthe ſtainerhercof 
i - 
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is quite done away before the Lord. A man ſhall hold vp 
his head with comfort before his maker, and with confi< 
dent boldneſſe appeare without ſpot and blot before him, 
if his afflictions for ſin do bring forth reformation. And 
for his outward tate he addetl1, rhow [hilt forg:t thy miſe- 
ry. His afflitions ſhall not alone haue an end, but that 
ſo, as he ſhall be quite freedfrom all thetrouble ofthem, 
there ſhall bee no ſichremaynder of them, as to make 
him oncethinke of them againe, or if he doe remember 
them, he ſaith, thou ſhalt remember them as waters that 
are paſt, which cauſe the meddowes to be more fatte and 
fertile, then they would haue beene : looke what thoſe 
flouds be tothe meddlowes, wherewith they ſeeme to be 
little leſſe then denoured all the winter, euen cauſes of 
their being morerichly clad,with grafſe &flowers in the 
ſpring, that ſhall affli&tions proue,to them that are made 
to forſake their ſinnes by their affliftions, meanes of hel. 
ping them to much more comtorrt and proſperity,'and 
this comfort ſhall be very great and very laſting teo, and 
ſtill growing and increaſing more and more, thine age 
ithPc [hallbe clearer then the noone day. thes [hilt ſhine 
forth and be as the morning. The comfort of a finnerre- 
formed by correCtions, ſhall be plentifull andexcellentas 
the brightneſle of the nooneride ſun, and withall con- 
ſtant durable and on the growing hand, as the light of 
the morning, If theſe be promiſes of God which cannor 
be made in vaine,ifthey be of vndoubted truth, and ſhall 
be infallibly performed, is he not more ſtupid andſence- 
leſlethen a dead finne? that wilnot be moucd by themgco 
improue his chaſtiſements for theremoning of his finnes, 
Docnotallmen loue proſperity and comfort, wiſh it for 
themſclues and for their friends, pray for, reioyce in, bes 
ſtow allthcir labourto ger comfort? And why ſhould we 
nor 
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not follow Gods directions, rather then our owne, and 
learne from him the path that leades to proſperity ? ce. 
ing we confelſe him to be maker and giuer ofproſ- 

perity, | 
Enough I hope to prone this duty and to perſwade 
it, Nov for your better direction inthe practiſe of it,] wil 
and a whileto (hew yourwoneediull points. Firſt, whar 
ſ11ncs a man mult amen3dby chaſtiſements, Secondly by 
what meanes a man muſt male his atfli&tion an helpe to 
his amendment of theſe ſinnes, For the firſt of theſe. 
Firſt in generall, a!l ſinnes mult be forſaken without ex- 
ception, andthercfore doth our Sautour deliver the pre- 
cept here in tieſe generall termes, /izne no more, neither 
in onething, nor 11 another, And ſo doth the prophet 
call vpon [ſracl faying, caſt away all your tranſgrefſions, 
All fiane is hateſull ro God, all finne is hurtfull to man, 
Enery fſinne is cuill in Gods fight, cuery finne is threar- 
ned withthe curſe, eucry ſinne deferucth the curle, euery 
ſinne grieucth tie ſpirit, euery fiane is forbidden by the 
law, cuery finne was puniſhedin Chrsf, and vnleſſe wee 
reforme eucry ſinne, we do not indeed andin truth re- 
forme any finne, Looke therefore that your reformation 
be gencrall and vniueriall, without any limitation orex- 
ception; for you haue to deale with God, thatis a God 
of pure eyes, andcan abide no iniquity, no not any of a- 
ny kinle of any degree. He that ipake one commande. 
ment, {pake all, and he that obeycth ove commande- 
ment,muſt and will in ſome go0d meaſure obey all. For 
it any man (hall keepe the whole law beſides, and yet al- 
low himleite in the breach of any one comman4ement 
the law ; he thall be countedatranſereflor of all; and 
all his other obedience, becauſe ir is hollow, falſe, and 
hipocriticall, ſhall be reiced and diſallowed by God, 
More 
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more particularly, every man muſt amend his owne 
fi-mes, the finnes of his perſon, nature, place, condition, 
the molt beloue of all his finnes, thoſe that are moſt 
pleaſant, molt profitable, moſt creditableto him, thoſe 
that he hath moſt will rocommit, and is moſt vawilling 
to forlake. Thoſe that ſticke faſteſt vnto him, andflatter 
him with moſt hope of profit, delight, credit, 5o ſaith the 
prophet, ler the wicked man forſake hiswickedneſſe, and 
the wnrighteous man his owne tmaginations, and another 
Propheraith, caſ# away all your tranſgrefiions whereby you 
haue tranſerejſed. So our Saviour callcth vs to the cut- 
ting of the hand and foote, and pulling outthe eye,and 
caſting them away, There are ſome finne<, that are 2s 
deareto cuery man, as the principall members of his bo- 
dy, and the moſt needfull and vſetull of all his ſences, 
Theſe.theſe muſt be mortified, forſaken,abandoned Jtour 
principal care be not torelinquiſh theſe principall tranſ- 
ereſſions, our partiall and ſeeming care in reforming 0- 
ther cuills,ſhal! be nothing acal regarded.Confider then 
each of you, what is his moft pretious and moſt eſteemed 
corruption, what hee is moſt loath to forgoc, what ſec» 
meth moſt harde moſt difficult, moſt impoſſible for him 
tocaſt away, andlet him beſtawe his chiete paines here 
where he findeth moſt hardnefle, But wot chiefly aboue 
all, afflictions ſhould worke vs to the leaving, of thoſe 
offences, which the Lordin affliting, doth woſt chiefly 
intendand aymeat: as thechilde muſt be moſt careſull 
to reforme that fault, for which his father doth particu- 
larly chaſtiſe him : we muſt give our ſclucs diligently to 
marke what is the offence or offences, which when God 
layeth his rodde vpon vs, hedoth moſt diſlike in vs, and 
would haue vs moſt willing to glorifie him by amend» 
ing, For though the Lord doe corre for ſinne in ge 
ncra! 
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rall, yet for'the moſt part, there areſ6meTpecialtdil. 
orders which doe moſt prouoke him,and which hee doth 
in ſpeciall call vs to reforme by his ſtripes. Now there- 
fore as concerning the preſent calamity which hath 
light ypon you: ler mee ſtriueto bee helpetullvnto you, 
indeclaring whatthe faults bee, which the Lord doth 
moſt ſhew himſelfe anerie againſt, and to the leauing 
whereof,he doth moſt particularly call you,by his heany 
ſtroake of his moſtrighteous, and withall moſt gratious 
hand,But how ſhal we attaine tothe knowledge of Gods 
intentioa in this matter?Surely ray brethren,by confide- 
ring the medecine,which a wiſe Phyſitian doth miniſter, 
itis eaſteto know the diſeaſc or diſeaſes which he ſeeketh 
tocure,Let mereade the preſcript of a kiIK&M Artiſt,and 
know thoſe ingredients whereof his potibh'istomipoun.- 
ded, and I may ſoone affirme what bee thoſe humors, 
which he would haue purged away. For either like things 
arc healed with like; or elſe contratie with contrarie; In 
like manner, if wee doe diſcreetly conſider the chaſtiſe- 
ments of God, we ſhall eaſily perceiue his meaning,and 
informe ourlſclues of the ſinnes which hee ſeeketh to re- 


forme. pray you therefore let vs take a view of ouraf- 


fiton, and ladke cheetely to theſe foure things : the 
time when the Lord afflicted,the place where our ſorrow 
began,the inſtruments by which wee ſuffered, andthe 
things in which; andif we doe with any mediocrity of 
wiſedome,' ponder on theſe particulars, '\vce ſhall not 
chooſe bur know the Lords minde inthis matter, and ſee 
our owne duty, as concerning the ſpeciall ſins; which we 
muſt ſpecially ſet againſt, Firſt, then the time which the 
Lotd didchooſe for our humbling, was in generall the 
Lords day, that ſcaucnth after ſixe of labour, which it 
ſeemed good to himfor our ſpirituall benefit, to conſe- 
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crate wholly tohis owne ſeruice, and our attending the 
worke of gettiag holinefſe: whatoan we col!e& hence, 
bur that we are puniſhed by the reſtleſnefle of this Sab. 
bath, for our not reſting an. holy reſt many other Sab-. 
baths> Howoften haththe Lord vouchſated vs liberty 
and freedometo giue his own day ta him and to our own 
ſoules> And then we, out of our profanenes and earthli. 
nestake nocare to ſanifie it,bur either loytered out the... 
day inidlenes,or waſted it in our own buſinefles,or in our 
owneipaſtimes, Now therefore hee would nor giue vs 
leauetoreſt,or to beſtow our {clues in dutiesof holineſſe, 
but forced vs by neceſſity to ſpend the day and night too, 
in a moſttoyleſome and moſt vncomfortable labour, Oh 
how iuſtss that they which wil not reſt from worldly or 
voluptuous labours on Gods reſting day;ſhould be com- 
por totoyle and moyle like horſes in ſuch an —_— 
ulineſſes? I pray you,goc onto thinke more particular- 
ly at what time this<roflſe brake forth amongſt vs, not 
on the Lords day alone, but when we were all afſembled 
in his Houſe, to performe his publique worſhip,then did 
he pleaſe to interupt vs by ſo fearcfull an accident, VVhy 
ſo? But to warne vs of onr great negligence of theſe his 
publique ſeruices: How wany of ys are very ſlacke ip 
comming to the Congregation of God, when we haue 
abundantlcaſure > Andthis day, loe the Lord reieaed 
vs, would not giue vs time and opportunity, to meete a» 
gaine in his Houſe, but hurried vs together inthe ſbeets, 
and drew.euery man home tohis owne houſe to ſave it 
fromthe flames > Could we be more maniteſtly ſmitten 
fornegleQingto come to Gods Houſe, when wee might 
haue done it, then by his not ſuffering vs tocome thither 
now, when we would haue beene gladto hane hadlea- | 
ſure to came thither ? But the cry of fire, fire, came flying 
in 
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in atthe Church doores euen inthat inſtant, when wee 
had newly begunneto celebrate the Lords ſupper, when 
ſome had receiuedthat holy Sacrament, andthe greater 
number were toreceiue, then di4 God pullvs from his 
table, and thruſt vs out of his houſe by force, then was [ 
compelled to requelt all of-you(that had ſtrength and 
ability to do ſeruice there)to makeal haſtetotheplace of 
danger, andthe reſt(rthat could haue bur troubled others 
with their preſence and outcries)to ſtay ſtill at Church, 
Now ſure the Lord in pulling this ſpirituall foode- euen 
out of our mouthes, al vr hee had ſheweditro all, and 
giuen it to ſome, dideuen put vs in minde of our moſt 
careleſſe and vnprepared comming vnto it, withoutre- 
gardto lament our finnes before, or reforme them af. 
ter. How many of you are bolde:to' abulls this bleſſed 
ordinance,comming oftento it,and going ſtillfromir, as 
vrnreformedin life as before, becauſe you come to it with. 
out any full preparation, Did not God ſpeake to ſuch and 
tell them, by thus driuing them from his board, that 
he counts them very vnwelcome gueſts athisrable.. So 
haue wee conſidered the time of this croſſe. Thinke of 
the place alſo, where did the burning beginne? Ara 
kilne, Ifay a kilne a maulr forge, the proper inftru- 
mentofmaking that thing, which isthenext and immb+ - 
diate worker of drunkenneſſe, thathuge ſinne, tharferrill 
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firſt matter) apt to take the formes ofall finnes,which by REM: 


_—_— reaſon, and choaking conſcience, and-ſetting 
paſſions, doth furnet man infoa beaff, Of ra- 
ther into a Dinell, which makes a marfor the time, a 
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meere Atheiſt, a yery denyer of God, and thruſts our 
ofhis brelf all remembrance, all feare, all Toue ofhim, 
which diſables lum for all diuine eruices, and makes 
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that he myſt needes either negle& or abuſe them : 
which fills hismniouth with blaſphemous oathes and exe- 
crations :- which willmake him raile onthe Magiſtrate, 
ſtrike his owne father, 'deflowre his owne daughter, 
ſpend his goods lauiſhly, proclaime all his vices, and 
follewallhishiſts] This tranſcendent finnethe deſtroyer 
of» grade, 'teaton,, nature; ſtrength , ſtate, naine, all, 
This finne Goddid furely pointar, and puniſh: andcal- 
Icthvpon allto forſake, hate, oppoſe this ſinne, 
-Fhefire began in a kilnegit conſumed twenty kilnes, 
it eft'no kilhe fRanding that was within its walke, it lea- 
pedfrom one {ide of the fireet to the, other, to ferch in 
kilnes, it ſpared none it came neere, it {poyled more 
mault, then of: any other goods of one kinde ( ſo farre as 


I 6an learn); Say. what you thinke brethran, Is it not: 


plaine thar'the Lord doth admoniſh you ofthar fault 
(whereof: the liquor of mault is the moſt common in- 
ſirument ) when he bare ſo hard an hand againſt kilnes. 
and againſt mault, , + , 
o./Logke ailirlefurther1 pray you, to the principall in- 
firuments of this deſolation : The fire,a furious Element 
of itſelfe(yet reſiſtible enough, if ſtore of helpe be pre- 
{ant, whereof you did not want any, euen at the very 
filth firedid borrow.ſtrength and fwiſtneſle from the 
rough and boiſterous-windes, vponr the tempeſtuous 
wings whereof, it came riding, as it were in triumph, 
through your ftreetes difdaining all reſiſtance, till it had 
paſſed from end to endof your towne, andcould not be 
reſtrained. Now be not theſe two creatures of very com- 
mon vie? What day is it wherein we haue not neceflar 
vic of fire? whatweeke wherein ſome ſuch carglefneſle, 
as produced this calamity is not to bee founde amongſt 
you? And what yeare is it> VWhat quarter? Almoſt what 
| moneth 
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moneth? in which the winde doth not, for one or other 
day, ſocake lowder, and bufſel ſomewhat more roug| ly 
then ordinary? Yet hath it neuer before falne out, inany 
of your dayes, that thele two Elements, fire and ayie 
(for no doubt winde is well termedan ayrc moued, what- 
ſoucr be the mouing cauſe ofthat mouing) ſhould lay 
their ſtrengths together to hurt you? Now when God 
thatdot') ſoc conſtantly chaine vp theſe hurtfull and vio- 
lent creatures,doth pleaſe for once fo to pul of his bands, 
and let them runne loo{e as irwere, and when being fo 
broken looſe, they do fo much miſchiefe and make fo 
great hauocke? VVhat is this but avery vpbraiding vs 
with our notable vnthanktullneſſe, for that mighty pre- 
ſcruation of God, by which hee doth viſually keepe vs 
from the like dangers, and not fo alone, but maketh 
theſe creatures very ſeruiccableto vs, which if he pleaſe 
tolet the brialeſlipa little, arc ableto ruinate our ſtates 
inamoment. Haw often haue you cometo Church in 
peace, and gone home in peace, and in peace returned 
thither againe, .and againc homeward without any noiſe 
offire or feare of loſſe> How often haue the bluſte. 
ring ſtormes, done nothing elſe but whiſtled you alizepe 
the faſter, all night long? andalas how little di4you 
conſider of this benefit of preſeruation from fire andrem- 
peſt? how ſeldome haue you giuen the Lord any partt- 
calar thankes, for taking order with theſe his creatures, 
thatthey ſhould not wrong you? Dovubtleſl: for this as 
one cauſe hath he liceaſed them now to fight againſt 
you, that you might take notice of your duilneſlc and 
ingratitude, which confi:lered not nor acknowled- | 
gedrhe greatneſle of your debt for former fatckee- 
ping. 

But now at length wee are come to tlinke of the 
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ſubicAofthis croT:, wherein hath the Lord ſmitten vs? 
In our houſes andin our goods, in the riches and ſub- 
ſtance ofthis preſent life, infomuch that diuerſe of you 
have nothing left, many haue bur little left, anda great 
number haue farre leſſe left then you had: withour all 
ueſtion the Lord intends hereby to warne yon of thoſe 

" on anddiſcords, which are buſted about this paultry 
riches ofthe world wherein he ſaw it fitto viſit you. Goe 
to then, and let vs informe you of the principall faults 
thatare committed aboutriches, They arecommonto 
all, andparticular, tothe wealthicrſort, andtothe poo. 
rer. For the firſt there are ſome ſinnes about riches, 
which arecommon to all, the chiefe of them are three , 
to wit, miſgetting, miſkeepiag, miſpending. Mſget- 
ting by the vic of any, TawlcTle meanes, or the immode- 
rate vſc of any lawfull: Miskeeping from God and man, 
chiefly from the poore, and fromthe publique: Miſpen« 
ding, either atall in finfull things, or exceſſively in 
good things. There are ſome more particular euills, 
which are found inricher men, asprideof it, confidence 
init, vnſatiableneſſe with it, and in the poorer ſort, 
enuying them that haue more, grumbling thatthem- 
ſelues haueſo little. All and each of theſe the Lord doth 
ſhew himſclfe offended ar, and would conſume as drofle 
by this fire : For as a good father keepes many faultes to» 
gether on theskore, asit were, and reckons forall ar 
one beating, ſodoth the Lord with his children, clſe 
alas hee ſhould be alwayes fighting, becauſe wee are 
always offending, Let me ſpeake a ſerle more at large 
of theſe cuills. Foreuill getting of goods firſt, hath not 
the lord threatned thar fire ſhall conſume the houſes of 
bribes ? meaning all thatſubſtance which is vniuſtly at. 
rained, and all thereſt in the houſe, though you 
tuſtly 
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iuſtly, together with the place within which they are 
both layde vp, even altogether for company? And 
when hee made ſo many of your houſes to blaze at 
once, did he not as it were chide you(ſo many as be guil- 
tie thereof)for your vnequall and vniuſt dealing ? asif 
he hadſaide, Ah {ooliſh man or woman, wouldeſtthou 
hazard a ſoule, by lying, deceit, oppreſſion, bribery, 
falſe waightes, falſe meaſures, or any like iniquity, to 
gct alittle pelfe together, which now thou ſeeſt, the 
winde is able to blow from thee, in the ſpace of a few 
houres> Will you forfcitea kiagdome, an cuerlaſting 
kingdome by finning againſt God, againft his word, 
againſt your conſciences, to hookethat to you wrong- 
fully, which you ſee now you cannot keepe, with all 
your paines? Now learne to know the ficklenefle of 
xiches,ſo well as that thou mayſt be reſolute hereafter,l 
will neuer wound my foule to fill my purſe or hou'e , 
All the wor!d cannot heale that wound for all ages: 
eheſe gaines, one whiffe of winde, and flake of fire 
can turne into rubbiſh. Againe too much labouring for 
riches, is an euill getting of riches, euen in the moſt law- *' 
full courſe of life, For Sa/ome# hath commanded ſaving, 
l1baur not to be rich, that is, make not the getting of 
richesthe ſcope and end of try iabour, which hee ſurely 
doth, that taketh exceſhue paines to attaine tem, 
And heſubioynes this reaſon ro his precepr, for riches 
taketh herſclfc to her wings,and flycth away like an Ea- 
gle. Now then that God hath made you to ſee yourri 
ches even flying away from youon the wings of a windy 
flame, doth he not {enfib.y puniſh you, for ſuch im- 
moderate labouring, andcall you ro more moderati. 
on? If then any man have ſo farre ginen ouer hin- 
ſclfe to the ſccking of carthly things, by the moſt 
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lawfull courſes that can bee, as to thruſt out quite , 
or clſe to thruſt vp in a narrow corner, thele exerci- 
ſes that trend ro ger berter things then wealth , 
euen the true riches of the foule , hee muſt ſay to 
himſelte, and within himſelfe , Alafſe', how fooliſh 
hauc I beene , to toyle my ielfe in following after 
that; which when I haue attained , I cannot poſſt- 
bly keepe it ſafely, but may looſe it all , or the 
moſt part of it, ſo ſuddenly, ſo irrecoucrably > And 
mult conclude with hiwmſelte, that hee will certainely 
bee more temperate hercaſter , and ſeeke this vncer. 
taine riches , with farre lefle vehemency of paines, 
then the things that are of a farre more durable na. 
eurc. But though a-man get not amiſſe , yer if hee 
keepe andiaue inordinately, hee is alſo found guilry 
of a fault about wealth, Andſometimes the ſonnes 
of men doe hold and keepe cuen from the living 
GOD himſelfe when they loue their goods ſo, that 
they cannot finde in theirhearts to giue vato GOD, 
euen that very portion which G O D hath challen- 
ged as his owne, For when our Sautour willeth vs 
to giue vato GOD that which is Gods, muſt it not 
follow of neceſſity that ſomething is Gods > And if 
any thing dec his, (in this peculiar manner) ſure it 
is the tenth of our increaſe, or elſe nothing, for to 
none other portion hath hee euer laid claime inan 

place : and for this , ſecing G OD hath appoin- 
red ſtill, holy aCtions to bee done, and holy fun@i- 
ons in which they muſt bee done, and holy perſons 
by whem they muſt bee done in thoſe funions : ſure- 
ly hg&-muſt hauc holy goods too, for the rewardidg 
of thaſe perſons, maintaining thoſe funQions , and 
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honowring and vpholding thoſe ations. Bur 
in this matter how faulty are all you Tradeſe. 
men in generall; for which of you, did cuer 
make conſcience to giue the Lord his owne 
in this meaſure > Wherefore , when you ſce 
the Lord to come, and take away from you 
euen by force of firc and tempeſt , a great 
quantity at once, cucn ſo much perhaps, and 
more, as the tenth of your increaſe, from 
yeare to yeare would haue amounted vnto ; 
muſt you not needs take notice , that his 
meaning was to recouer that by ſtrong hand, 
which you would not yeeld , out of loue 
and duty > Surely, ſeeing our Lord Izzvs 
Cuntsr hath ordained thatthe Miniſters ofthe 
Goſ-ell ſhould liue of the Goſpell, cuen ſo, 
as that the Miniſters of the Temple ſhould 
live of the Temple ; you muſt either ſhew 
ſome new. ordinance of his for this purpoſe , 
or elſe muſt yeeld that hee hat! ratified and 


continued the old ſtill; and therefore muſt 


reſolue to give G O D his tenth freely 
hereafter , that you may not compell him 
to take ſuch a violent courſe for the reco- 
uering of it out of your hands. But beſides, 
that is kept from G O D, which is kept from 
his poore, whoſe wants require releefe of 
hem, whom hee hath made ſtewards of 
more abundance, For in promiſing to re- 
ward the liberall, he muſt needes tic himſelfe 
to puniſh the nigardly in this kinde,Now how ex- 

G treamcly 
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treamly pinching are men (yea godly men 0- 
crerwile) in this expence ? yea and how are 
they wount to excuſe themſclues in ſuch accuſa- 
tions, by ſaying they haue it not, they cannot 
ſpare it? Hath not the Lord confuted your 
vaine excuſes aQtually, by taking away ſo 
ſo much at once? and yet you muſt make a 
ſhift to live of that that is left behinde too ? 
If a day or two paſt, ſome man had come 
ynto theefor reliefe of a poore afflicted neigh« 
bour : wouldeſt thou haue giuen him the fift part 
of that which the fire hath conſumed > Now 
the Lord in robbing thee of ſo much at once, 
doth vpbraide thee with thy too much vnwil- 
lingneſſe ro part with leſſe , of thine owne 
accord, when himſelfe did come to borrow, 
Say then with thy ſelfe, I will gine with a 
more bountifull hand , to ſupply the poore 
mans wants, that I may not force the Lord 
to ſend his vnexpefed meſſengers ,'as it were 
to deftraine vpon my goods, for default of 
due obedience to that commandement , of gi- 
uing to fixe and to ſeauen; had it not beene 
better, to hauc fed clad or relicued a poore 
Chriſtian with it, then to haue kepr it for the 
burning flame? And yer further when the pub. 
lique ſtare of the towne or country doth re- 


ire, the reſt of the members thereof, if 
then they hang backe, and will not put them- 
ſelues to due expences willingly , who doth 
not ſce that they ſaue more & 


n cnough ? 
For 
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Por could not an heathen fay, that ourcoun- 
ery hath a great ſhare in ourſelues, and in 
all chat wee baue? Surely then for ouerſauing 
in this caſe,the Lord might iuſtly puniſh you with 
the preſent ſtroake.. Oh relolue therefore that 
God himſelfe and his poore, and your coun- 
tric ſhall never finde you pinching, giue him 
his tenth, gine the poore ſufficient for thetr 
needs , and your countrie enough for its need- 
full publique vſes, elſe the Lord can quickly 
fulfill his threat, of making the too cloſle- 
fiſted ſauer, to meete with wants. You have 
loſt many of you {and all ſtoode in feare to 
looſe ) more then would haue abundantly 
ſufficed for all theſe vſcs, be not wanting to 
ſuch vſes any more, leaſt the Lord viſit you 
againe with new and more loſſes, in this or 
fome ather as bad a faſhion. 

Laſtly: the miſpending of goods is very 
offenſiue to God that lends them, for what 
maſter is not diſcontented, that his ſeruant 
doth lay out his ſubſtance againſt his good 
liking 2 And are you avy other then Gods 
ſtewards and Gods bavliefes? And can you 
thinke that God allowes you to ſpend in drin- 
king, whoreing , gaming , riot, and euill 
meetings and lewde company? did hee put 
riches into your hands to ſcrue the Diuell 
and finne > If your foules be guilty of ſuch 
moſt ſinfull lauiſhneſſe, be ſure that for theſe 


ſinnes the Lord hath ſmitten thee, and bee 
Fr G 2 ſure 
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ſure that hereafter thou make not the Divueſf 
the keeper of thy purſe, and opener of thy 
cheſt, let: not Sathan and Juſt have the key 
of thy coffer and ſt:ings of thy purſe in their 
hands to open them at their pleaſure. The 
Lord will not alwayes ſuffer vnfaithfull Rtew- 
ards, to goe vnpuniſhed in their vnfaithfull. 
neſſe, nonotinthis preſent life, And befides this, 
take notice that to affe& curioſity and. vaine 
glory , in the moſt lawfull and necdefull ex- 
ences, is waſtfullneſſe and prodigalityz and yet 
ow much doe many of you exceede in this 
kinde? ſo much you lay out in ouer-plentcous 
feaſting, when you make feaſtes, in ouer-gor- 
geous trimming of your bodies and houſes , 
that as a barrell of beere, which hath a leake 
and runnes out where it ſhould not, will not 
hould our as it ſhould, when it comes to be 
duely broached at the ſpigget; ſo you haue 
neither will nor power to lay out enovgh 
for mercifull vſes , becauſe you caſt away more 
then —_ » In proud and vaine-glorious 
vices. Reſolue therefore to bee better huſ. 
bands, and truer diſpencers, of Gods goods 
hereafter. Bee richer in good workes then 
in good clothes, and good houſe-hould ſtuffe, 
and good fare, and good builling: In theſe 
things equall your {clues with them of the 
lower fort, that in better things you may be 
cqual! with them. of the higher. Driue not 
God to cut you ſhorter becauſe you abuſe 
your 


SINWE M0 HTC» 45. 
our goods. to: vanity,-;; 2; 77 oP TINS be 
F Theſe are —_ abuſes. -abour earth 
things in the richer and in the, poorer... T 
come. tothe ſpeciall, Firſt how often' doe 
rich men wane -proud of; their; wealth,:,' and 
thinke themſclues 1o-niueh the" better-. then 
their poorer neightours ,, by. how, much 
they poſſeile more, crowing on the, dunghill 
of wealth ,; and -calling- ajl baſe ang; | 
men ,  who{e--morſcls | ts not fa or 4 the 
world as theirs. Oh how noteably 'doth Gad 
confute theſe vaine fancies, in- ſending for his 
owne goods home againe ,-;by ſuch, ..ſtur 
and: churliſh | ſeruants> as;,,thafe ;,j which: wi 
not ' regard the * rich' -man-- more. then the 
poore? Tell mee now, artthou the, better for 
that, that was onely lent- thee, and may bee 
fetched home agame-by:the' owner cucry mo- 
ment ? Wilt thou bee. 'pood;.in thine: owne 
eyes hereafter, fot that--which thou knoweſt 
not, how quickly the Lord may. firippe thee off 
with much-affrightment > Beg not, bee nor 
fo ſecurely foolifh;hercafter , as;to prize thy 
ſelfe! the 'more for thoſe things, which hang 
about thee ſo looſely.,' and whereof thon 
haſt ſo flender hold , wherein ſo little right, 
that.:a'coale of fire, and a,puffe of, winde, 
may take: all rom thee; before thou haſt told 
two.dayes more, If any thinke that his re- 
venues lic in lands, which fire cannot con- 
ſine, I anſyer, water can drowne, lands aVo 
» G 3 oa and 
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and G OD hath as muchwater as fire in his 


' Nore- Howie, amt this whole land of ours is fo 


ſurro8n%d with waucs, that if God but bid the 
windes* bee violowr, they -will as ;cafily and 
Uckly Couture lithis whole Kingdome ,/ as 
the prefear- fire hath' done this'towne'in which 
wee abide, if any fay hee feareth no ſuch 
inuadztton , I anſwcr' 5 neither within this 
Mayes "did Wee (feare Lany, ſuch fire ; 
6 OD hath: thouſahd-iwayes'y: to goc 
beyond rhe feares and Hopes of vs weake. 
ſighted morrales, * Goe' to then, ' bee wiſe for 
te time? to come z'''afid pride. not thy: ſclfe 
nthie';- which mays ceaſe to bee thine. in 
a"'mdment:*-I: pro&ed: Doe not rich men 
truſt 'in "their 'riches',, though the Apoſtle 
hatch intirled them vncertaine riches. > When 
GOD- dbth' make! ir_appeare- by: experience, 
thar'they'bee'tmoftrfickle, which'by' the teſti» 
mony of his word, 'wee will not count to bee 
ſuch ; 3s not this a plaine- puniſhment of our 


_ Cohfidence in them # And''muſt wee mot by 


theſe blbowes**informe- our :iſelues 'fo of this 
propetty , as: to'reſolue hereafter,” I:will-not 
Faſt in riches, that is to ſay, I will not build 
vpon a rotten quagmire? I know that almoſt 
al the orld-willcty not guilty of this fault, bur 
it is betairfe they"doe not know the faukt.;They 
doc plainely praQiſe ir , though they flatly 
deny it, For what is it to truſt in any 
phirig”, *-bur to hold vp . our. hopes of at 

ih ww raining 
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taining the . good .wee | defire;,, - or '1eſcaping 
the euill wee ſhunne, by theheſpe and 'bene- 
fit of that thing , hee that ſtayes his belicfe 
and hope vpon a thing, hee truſts in it, let 
him ſay what hee will to the contrary, -Now 
haue. you not thus done with--wealth, Didſt 
not thou-promiſe thy ſelfe a weeke ſince to- live 
merrily and comfortably, and to eſcape; hun. 
ger, colde, nakedneſfle,&c, becauſe thou hadf 
a conuenient houſe, fitte ſtuffe in it, , and 
fitte things to maintaine thee? and now tell 
me, what is become of theſe thine hopes ? 
and this thy truſt > when all thy goods are 
gone, and nothing is left but aſhes, Oh- ſee 
ſee, that riches are very runagates , and: fugis 
tives, that they be very lyes and falfities , 
and that ifthey promiſe a man comfort in- old 
age, or helpe in any time, againſt any mi- 
ſerie, they doe but couſin. him- with ſhewes: 
For how can that helpe thee, which may 
runne from thee cuerie day and houre. Now 
learne to enioy wealth, ſo long as GOD. 
doth giue it thee; but neuer to promiſe thy 
ſelfe comfort or benefit from it, which. is to 
truſt Mm it. Ir is a thing as thine eyes haue 
told thee lately, more eaſily moucable, more 
cafily looſeable, then that it can make gvod 
ſuch promiſes.There is yet one morediſcaſe ofthe 
ſoule about riches , the dropſie of infatiable 
and infatisfiable wiſhes for more more, Men 


hauc enlarged their hearts to the things be- 
low, 


E > 


as Sine no mire, 
low , as*the- grauc ir: ſclte;, 'and. learne 'of the 
Horſeleith- to' cry giue giue. Thoſe thar be- 
ganne with a little, and are raiſcd to large 
eſtates ,- are ' no iot lefle greedily defirous 
of more; then they were at firſt, nay their 
hearts are ſo. wreathed with their goods ,” bes 
cauſe they lay them vp in their hearts, that 
fill they- arc firted ro hold more, by how 
much more is put into them, Now the Lord 
by -taking from you much of your ſubſtance, 
warned you to cvt off much of your defires 
after more, Thou diſt thinke thy ſtate too 
little, and defircd(t an increaſe, God did thinke 
ittoo much; andiſaw firto decreaſe it, without 
doubr': hee is wiſer then thy ſelte : now 
learne to diminiſh thy longing after wealth, 
as \much and more, ' then hee hath dimini- 
ſhed. thy wealth. And it is a more happie 
thing to looſe riches, if with all wee looſe 
that cager deſire of them , which their pre- 
{ence did increaſe, then ſtill to poſſefſe them, 
and till to bee fo eager after more, lcarne 
to know when you haue -enough , becauſe 
the Lord hath made it appeare , that his 
minde was contrary to your defires, and that 
hee accountedittoo much, which you cſtcemed 
not enough. - 

One. great diforder- more: of this kinde 
their remaineth, more proper to the mea. 
ner ſort of people, All their compu 
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is that they haue nothing, like to vngratefull beggars, 
that deny they bad any almes where they had not ſo 
large an almes as they defired. Such were divers of 
you, you had ſiich poore houſes,ſfuch cold houſes, you 
had nothing to hang vpon you; 1 ſay all your words 

tended ro diminiſh the gifts that God had giuen; Theſe 

were lying and falſe complaints and mutterings, and 

now the Lord doth call you to ſorrow tor chem, and 

amendment of them, by verifying them whether you 
will ornot, How glad woaldit thou bee now, if 

thathouſe were ſtanding, orthoſe goods remaining, 

which thou didft often abuſe with the name of no» 

thing. B:warc of muttering cauſl:ſly, that God may 
not be angry to heare thoſe murrerings, and make you 
proue them true, ro your further ſmart, Thus my 
beloued brethren 1 haue ſhewed you what offences 
theybe,the reformat ion of which the Lord dorh.cx- 
peQr Let me adde one thing more which the confide- 
ration of the inſtrument of your miſery doth leade vs 
vnto. In Scripture we read,that God hath appeared in 
fireandrempeſt, then, when he would ſtrike a feare of 
himfelfeinto the heares of men & make them tremble 
and quake before him. Thus in the giving of the Law 
he clad himſelfe witha conſuming flame; and in the 
Pſalme,there went a ſmoake out of his noftrills, and 
fire our of his mouth conſumed, And in another 
Pſalme,cloudes and darkneſfle are round about him, and 
a fire goeth before him. S2did hee ſhew himſelfe to 
tempeſt and whirewinde, and to Eliah in a 


= Fvinde and fire, Theſe things are terrible to 
+ - make the ſtouteſt heartro quake. The Lord 
>> his creatures to ſh:w themſclues ſo terrible 
= Fcke vs for that want of feare of his owne 
SIP H great 
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greatneſle, which is found in vs; O the feare of Godis 
not before out eyes. Who is ſo much afraid to offend 
God,as he is of the fury of the laming fire, what crying 
whatTunning,away from the fire, what conueighing of 
your goods from our of his reach;is fire ſo fearfull,one 
of Gods hoſt, and will not you learne to feare before 
the conſuming fire of his wrath * Mend I pray that 
carelefle contempt of God, which is the cauſe of moſt 
othet fines, and tremble naw before him,one or two 
of whoſe creatures you ſee to be ſo irreſiſtible, How 
canſt chou ſiznd againſt God, how darcſt thou ruſh vp- 
on his wrath, that djdſt make ſuch haſt to runne away 
trom wind and (moake and flame ? 

- Theſe bethechicfe faults, which you muſt endea- 
uour to redrefſe by meanes of this viſitation. 

I goe forward ro ſhew you by what meanes you 
may Finſe this crofle ro further your amendment of 
theſe and other faults. To-this end foure. things 2re 
neceſſary. Firſt you muſt looke vp to God in this mi» 
ſery,and acknowledge his handin it, and withdraw 
your eyes, fromthe condary cauſe or occalion, . For 
ix+$ the Lordthar fenderh both cuill and good, both 
proſperous and aduerlſethings to- particular perſons, 
and rq whole townes andcountries. Carcleſneſſeand 
neglizcnce of any perſon, could not haue produced ſo 
lIzm-atable a lofſe, if Gods providence had not ſo:dif- 
poſed, that ſuch ccgligence ſhould haue falne qur, ati» 
ſuch a cime, in ſuch a rough and violent winde, ſitting” 
in ſuck a point as to driuc it vpon you, not fra | 
The Lord that kaew the winds would then | 
boy ſterpusand violeat, and thar they wou!d fi 
carie the flame from houſe to houſe, even till rh 
paſſed chroughal che places which he ſaw fig 
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' hee I ay, he by his g92d prouidence,did ordet. things 


[othar che heedleſnefſe of fome or other fhould then 
giue occafion,to the breaking out of the fire, when the 
troſty winde had made each thing as dry almoſt as tin- 

erto receiue fire, and when the preſent rempet was 
ready'to ſcar:er and diſperſe-the fire. Say thou to 
thy ſcIfe,that haſt loſt thy goods,of houſe,or both;The 
God of heauen hee xules all things, hce diſpoſeth of all 
euents, none ſo grea!, none ſo litrle, but it is ſubieR to 
his prouidencez. caſuall chings, to him are nottaſual}, 
vn-ertaine things,to him are not Vncertaine. Fire, wa- 
ter, ayre, earth, winde,remp*ſt, all things, are his crea- 
tures, none of them can ſtirre without his power and 
knowledge, The finnes of men, their careleſneſſe, 
their wilfulneſſc, their aRions of all ſorts, are all vnder 
his eye,all vader his decree; Iris hee that doth mode. 
rate euery particular euent, neither is chance or hap 
anything hut an idle word, vnlefſe wee meane by iran 
at of Gods prouidence moſt certainly governing 
thoſerhings that ro men are vncertaine, 7 will not 
therefore trouble my ſelfe with inquiring of or chafe- 
ing againſt the perſon or perſons, by whoſe faultineſſe 
this vnruly ſcruant, was made a Maſter : bue I will 
looke-only ro God,and fay with 106, heath ginen,and 


he hath taken, The fixing ofthe words or thoughts 
too much vpon the ſccondarie cauſe of any croſle, 


*Minders the ſpirituall working oF if hea- 


zof the Toule 5 but the looking vp to GO 
ling our thoughts to his all-ruling hand, 
ke the ſoule capable of being--reformed 
. This doe in the firſt place. And ſecondly, 
ice of your ſinnes as the cauſes that haue pro- 
d,and _ OT _—_— 
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and ſo- procured this adaerfity. Speake vnto your. 
ſoules/often,and that not in a few formall and generall 
words, but effeually and particularly, ſaying ; It is 
fine and onely finne thar maketh the Creator to ſend 
miſcrie vpon his creatures. Hee doth no more defire |} 
Our pouerty,then our death, but that we, by tranſgre(o 
fing bis Law doc compell his Iuftice to ſhew it ſelfe,as 
it were indefence of his authori:y. A iuftPrince muſt 
puniſh vndutifull ſubiets, vnleſſe hee would fortaite 
rhe honour of Tuſtice. Becauſe wee hauc ſinned in 
breaking Gods Sabbath, hee hath interrupted vs, in 
the reſt of this Sabbath, with ſo hideous an interrup- 
tion, becauſe wee hauc ſinned in abuſing his Sacra- 
ment,he hath turned vs from this Sacrament, in ſo vn- 
comfortable afaſbion. In a word, ſay to thy ſelfe, I 
haue finned in murmuring that I had ſo little,or wiſh- 
ing that I had more. I haue ſometimes ſpent, ſome- 
times gotten, ſomtimes kept, valawfully & againſt my 
duty, Some of this that T hauc loſt, was gotten by ſuch 
courſes @&s I cannot iuſtific, ſome ſaucd when God did 
 callforit, and therefore hee hath now in this manner 
depriued me of it. O how vileathing is finne, which 
torfaiterh the goods as well as the ſoule, and pulleth 
vpon me (o ſore puniſhments in this life, beſides thoſe 
of the other world, Cauſe your ſoules, by. frequent 
and carncſt affirming it vato them, to be afluredly per- 
ſwaded; thattheſe finnes which I hauen med, arcthe 
true cauſes of your preſent loſle, and the loſſe:youdut-. 
fer willcauſe you to hate finne, and hatred wi X 
forth amendment. We ſay that with our ton 
ny times,which we do not beleceue with our b 
he thar-can make his heart fully ro alens to th 
My finnes in generall,” and by name ſuch ant 
are.the things for which I am thus ſmicteg 
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chooſe butloath his finnes when he labours vnder the 
burthen of their cuill effefs. But thirdly, you muſt 


Ari ke your griefes ſpirituall, as in part I did” 
exhort you at the begtaning. 3-4 a 


ſlie with crying and weeping for his ſmart or wants, 
and yet his {ines be neuer a whitthe more killed, but 
if when any afflition befalleth himſelfe,and he findes 
his ſorrowcs fiirring within him, hee will then ſer his 
ſorrowes againſt his ſinnes , that ſorrow will ſurely 
ſubdue the power of finne. Say to your ſelues, I can- 
not but ſigh, and grieue, and mourne, to ſee fo great 
and ſolamentable an alteration. I had an houſe yeſter- 
day,or the other day,now I am houſleſſe, I hada bed 
to lye vpon, but now itis burnt, Thad goods to ſerue 
my etrne,and.now they be gone into ſmoake, my ſtate 
is grea:ly weakned,it not viterly vndone, I cannot bur 
be ſad and afflited in heart for this. .But ah thoſe fins 
which hauc opened the treaſurie of Gods -luftice, and 
madetiimrvſtthefe weapons to fight againſt mee, doe 
deſcrue and will procure infinite more miſery.Some is 
loſt now,all mult be lolf farety with body & ſoule and 
all, yea body and ſoule and all muſtbe burned,and yet 
remaine.for cuer burning in thoſe lames that ſhall not 
begia oneday,and burne violently for another,& then 
ſlackeagaine the third ; but ſhall continue for ever 
burning with vnſpeakeable rage and torment. Doth 
the loſſe of my goods pinch me? what ſhallthelofſe of 
heauen doe ? wasfire ſoterrible when it» ſeized alone 
| ine houſe ? whac ſhall it be whenir ſeizeth on 
1 This croſle is nothing, lefle then nothing, 
co what [ have juſtly deſerucd, and muſt cer- 
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er, if I prevent it not by godly forrow. I: 
fore grieuc, not = ſotrifling a thing as = 


al 


54 Sinne 10 mores. 


bur for the ſinnes which will procure ten thouſand 
times worle miſery, Ah wretch rhatI am,ah wicked 
wrecch, why-haue I broken the Lords Sabbath ?' why 
haue I abuſed Gods Sacrament ? why have I beene 
drunken,or ſuffered, and nor puniſhed drunkennefle ? 
why haue I ſetlight by Gods threats, which I heard 
other Sabbaths ? why haue [ beene vaiuſt £ why have 
Tlyecd, coozned, and vied hard dealing, to get that I 
cannot keepe? why was niggardly when I had it; 
that could not tell how long I ſhould hane it ? why 
did I miſ-ſpend ſo much thus, and ſo much thus ?:* 
why did I thinke highly of my ſelfe for my goods ? 
and cruſt in them, and could neuer thinks 1 had 
enough © or why was I ſo vnthankfull, as (till co mut- 
ter, that I had nothing, and enuy that othets had fo 
much? Theſe bee the faulcs chat haue -kindled this 
flame, and will kindle a worfe 5 O for theſe let mee 
weepe, Lord,they be vile faults, vareaſonabl-<,abſurd, 
fooliſh, contrary-to thy written word, and the law of 
naturall wiſedome, and doe giue thce iuſt cauſe of 
being yet more angry. Oh fooliſh h-art why haſt thou 
thus finned ! Be aſhamed, © my ſoule,bee ſorrowfull, 
be vile in thine owne eyes, becauſe thou haſt ſo great- 
ly tranſgreſſed chy duty and provoked God. Brethren 
if you' will endeauor thus co reQifie your ſorrowes, 
they will become godly forrowes,and they will purge 
away finne. 

Buclaſtly, you muſt remember this crofſe often 
asto conſider of it, and pray for this fruit of ir. 
too ſoone forgetting of blowes makes the little 
to be lietle the betrer for them,and to draw ve 
ſelfe new iripes, by renewing his former fau 
you muſt nor play the childrea thus, you mu 
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often call to minde the terribleneſſe of theſe flames» 
and the doubrs, feares, cryes and lamentations which 
you found in your ſeJues, and heard and ſaw in others; 
and you mult beſeech the Lord co make you profit by 
the (trokes of his hand, and to ſanRifie the preſent af- 
fiRion, and all other ro your bettering : Repreſent 
to your owne thoughts many times the miſerableneſs 
and tearefulneſſeof che fight you ſaw , when you ſaw 
your owne, and fo many of your neighbours houſes 
delivered ouer tothe roating flames, and your ſelucs 
vnable to reſcue them. Make thoſe thoughts often 
preſen; with you which you had then, and ftriue eo 
pull into your mindes the ſame affeRions,& then cry to 
God; O Lord, now make me to profit by theſe croſſes 
in hauing mine heart made more and more out of 
loue with finne in generall, and chiefly with ſuch and 
ſach linncs. If God chaſtiſe-vs, and:teach vs of his 
wayes, happy be we, and doubtleſſ® he will teach vs if 
we call ro mind his correRions, and beg reaching. So 
haue youthe beſt direQions I could giue for the prac 
tiſe of this truth; Mill I craue your leaue to ſubioyne a 
few words, for vſ{c,andlI haue'done. : | 
Two things muſt bee commended to each of your 
conſiderations. Firſt thoſe that are guilty of not amen» 
ding on former chaſtiſcments muſt tk2 notice of their 
finne ro be humbled atir. An: incorrigible perſon is a 
great finner : and whatis hee bur incortjgible whom 
the blowes of Gods hand haue not reformed ? How 
+ diſeaſe but kill, which is obſtinate againſt me- 
F.4 {How can thoſe finnes bur damne which will 
tiaen away by corrections £ The rod of cor- 
aicth Salomon, will chaſe away the folly that 
d achildes heare; and thoſe tro whom their 
| folly 
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folly cleaueth ſo faſtthat the rodof correQion will not 
ſtirre ir, cannot bee eſteemed Gods children, but his e« 
nemies, and therefore the ſword of vengeance muſt 
cure chem off, Iam ſorry to be the meſſenger of heauy 
tydings, bur truth muſt be cold, tho it diſpleaſe nener 
fo much, Let all them know whom Gods afflitions 
haue not brought to a carefull ſhunning of finne, that 
either ſorer blowes muſt come roeffeR that whichthe 
lighcer haue not, or elſe they muſt viterly periſh. Hath 
not God met with thee in thy dayes 2 Hath not he vi- 
ficed thee in thy children, in thy goods, in thy health, 
in thy name, in any of the things that arc naturally 
deare ynto thee ? if yea, what hath bcene the iflue £ 
Haſtthou made light of ſome of them refufing to 
feele them ? and tho perhaps ſome others haue made 
thee ſmart and roare (yea and that it may be ſo, as to 
confeſle thy fault and promiſe amendment: )- yer no 
ſooner waſtchou looſed from the bands of aductfirie, 
but thou didſt returne to the ancicnt licentiouſneſſe of 
finning ? waſt thou a Dr::nkard, a follower of vaine 
company, a gameſter, a lyar, a coozener, a wanton, a 
Sabbath breaker,a ſwearer,a rayler, 2 worldly minded 
man, areuengefull man, a ſinner in any kinde euen as 
bad as before ? Ifay is this thy caſe ? then ſtand till 
and heare thy doome from the mouth of him whom 
thou calleſi thy Sauiour ; 4 worſe thing ſhall befall thee, 
This returning backe to the ſamecrimes, afecr-confeſ> 
fion, after ſubmifſion,after promiſes of reformation, is 
2 wonderfull dangerous fault, It ſhewes a w ot 
gvile and hardneflc inthe heart; irſhewes th 
flatters God with his lips, it ſhewes that hee 
his loue vpon finne, and if any man' have ſe 
Lord thus, like a deceitfull bow, ſome few 
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Pharaoh did : Ler him bee affured that the Lord is 
eucn our of all hope of him as ic were, andif hee bee 
gotten to ſome preſent caſe and proſperitie, itis 
becauſe the Lord, is whetting his ſword to cur him 
off. Great is his danger that hath refuſed to receiue 
correQion, and to turne, that hath beene as baſe mer- 
tall, which no melting can refine, that hath been like 
ſuch filthy clours, which no waſhing can make clean: 
that hath bzene like the fretting leprofie, which after 
ſcraping off the duſt and new plaiſtering,doth breake 
out againe, That houſe maſt be pulled downe; thoſe 
clouts muſt be caft to the Dunghill,that mettall muſt 
bee flung away, and that man muſt finke into hell. 
I pray youcuery man to conſider, if himſclfe be noe 
ſuch, and it he bee, now take notice of thine hard- 
neſſe, wilfulneſſe, guilfulnefſe, love of finne , con- 
tempr of Gods hand,obſtinacy againſt his rod, and 
now fall dowac, and lament this (finne,and returne ro 
God againe; renew thy promiſes which thou 
madeſt in aduerſitie, and ſecke to performe them, 
that thou mayeſt not bee deſtroyed. O ler this ad- 
monition of the word, ſo reuiue the remembrance of 
thy gricfes,8& of thy purpoſes, and of thy faire words 
which thou gaueſt vnto God & man,that thou mayſt 
tremble to thinke of thy great wickedneſle, in going 
backe from thy good words to thy bad deeds, and 
mayeſt now returne againe tothy tormer purpoſes, 
and pur them in execution. 

ſecondly; brethren, I muſt ſpeake eo you all 
h in regard of the preſent calamity, your 
you that God hath ſmitten you, who clſe 
gue made the winde and flame to meete ſo 
right 
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righ*, and cocontinue tog-ther ſolong ? your eares 
tell you what vſc the Lord lookes that you ſhould 
make of his blowes. Now in the Lords name I re- 
queſt, yea require you, to take this happie coundell 
ot our Lord IESVS CHRIST, All of you in 
generall muſt doe this. The Towne is as a common 
bodic, one perſon, Tho this ſtroke haue nor light 
vpon cucry one, yet hath it falne ypon the whole, as 
the childe is correted, when one part is made to 
ſmart; whercforeall in generall,arecalled by GO D 
to a carefull amendment of their lives. Doe nor 
thinke, you whoſe goods and houſes ſtand intire and 
vntouched, that you bee not as great offenders as 
your brethren ; doe not thinke that the Lord hath, 
not ſhew2d his anger to you, and againſt you for 
your finnes. As the tengue doth offend in periury, 
and the cares are puniſhed by being nayled to the 
pillorie ; and as the hand offcndeth in theft, and the 
backe receiuerh the ſtripes in being whipped : ſo 
when a whole towne hath finncd, God ſtriketh ſome 
one part for the common finnes, as bere among you, 
for if hee ſhould haue ſmitten euery one, it would 
hauec beene the deſtrugion of the Towne, and not 
their corretion. And when hee findethan whole 
Nation finfull, he ſiniceth ſome Townes and Cities; 
ro admoniſh all, as lately by the Plague; for if all 
ſhoald haue beene alike (mitren, all had beene loſt. 
I beſecch you therefore to ſee Gods hand again] 


your ſelues, for your offences, and reſolue ro fi = 6 


more inany of thoſe things, whereof you are 
God hath ſh:wed more geatleneſle ro you 
others haue borne the blowes, which the fig 
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you have commited, as well as theirs, have deſer- 
ued; make nota leſſe good vic of Gods hand, becauſe 
he hath ſhewed more clemencie and gentleneſſe, Ir 
is an"ill vſe of mercie to grow carelcfle and hard- 
hearted, Let vs all therefore reſolue to finne no 
more, no moreto prouoke Gods anger, to hazard 
our ſelves no more, no more to draw his ſtripes vp- 
on vs. Is not this burning great enough © Haue nor 
thofe flames frighted youcnough is nor this loſle 
ſufficient ? would you another fire ? another winde? 
a more violent winde ? a more furious flame ? ifnor 
(as I know you cannot make ſo fond a choice) Olcr 
che Lord haue his purpoſe, and attaine his defires 
now at this once, without any more adoe, What 
can the childe gaine by negleRing and ferting lighe 
by his fathers threats, bur, that blowes muſt follow ? 
whatby-ſtouting it out againſt one blow, and not re. 
garding to amend at the firſt ſtroke, bur that his fa- 
cher muſt take the rod in hand againe, and make him 
ſmart with harder ſtripes. Brethren I haue often 
oken to you in Gods name, The laſt Tuciday my 
ext ſeruing, I called you ro amendment, you ſee 
what hath followed. If being now admoniſhed 
againe, after corrections, you refuſe ro make this 
onely right vſc of both, the Lord will nor bee ſer 
downe, hec will deale peruerſly with the peruerſe, as 
the Plalmehath it, and bee hard-hearted with the 
earted, as wee ſee in the caſe of Phareob, and 
he may deferre a time to giue you ſpace and 
umcndment, yet indue time, andatrter a fic 
will againe returne to viſit you wich more 
Wherefore as you louc your owne caſe, 
23 asS 
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as you defire the continuance of your proſperity, as 
you wiſh no more to feele ſuch ſoreand heauie crof- 
ſes, promiſe, reſolue, endeauor to ſixne no more, 
breake the Sabbath no more palpably, abuſe the $a. 
crament no more groſly, Be no more drunken,be no 
more ſparing to Drunkards , but let each of you 
praiſe ſobriery in himſelfe,and che Gouernors py. 
niſh drunkennes in others. B2:no more fearclefſe of 
God,be no more vngratefull for your conſtant pre- 
ſeruarion; Ger no more by vnrighteous dealing, or 
immoderate labour;kcepe no more from God or his 
oore,or the pubttke ſtate; ſpend no more waſtful- 
y,{infully,exccffiuely; Be no more prond that you 
are rich,Truſt no more in vncercaine riches, conet 
not to get more, grumble not that you haue ſo lit. 
ele, enuy not that others excecde youin wealth.. I: 
pray you reſolue to fling from you, all finnes, moſt 
of all your moſt pretious (ins, and in particular,and 
with ſpeciall care thoſe finnes which I haue named, 
Why will you not dwell in ſafery,why will you not 
.enioy your goods and houſes £ why. will you not. 
faue your ſclues from more and worſe miſeries ? 
The Lord {ends his Word amongſt you to make 
you profit by his blowecs, He doth not ſgrudge you 
your wealch, but takes it from you to give you no-. 
tice that your {inncs diſpleaſe him, Hce. js nat.des, 
lighted in your miſcry,no more then your ſclues are 
in che ſmart of your children; Ir is your ameg 
that he ſecketh, cadeauorerh,callcth for; 
.put this, nothing will, nothing can, nothin 
pleaſe him. If he ſhould corre tor fin or 
afcec (uffer it varcformed, he ſhould deale 
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| vnwiſely, weakely, nor like himſelfe. Either thoſe 
euills that I hauc named,and the reſt of which you 
| areguilty,be cought and wicked,or they be not ſo. 
If they benort wicked, why ſhould hee corre you 
at all ? If they be, why ſhould he ceaſe correcing, 
zfore you ceaſe (inning? Ir is not crying out,ir is 
not roaring and lamenting, it is not a whimpring 
confeflion of fins, it is not a clamerous calling for 
mercy, that will pacifie God, or ſerue your turnes 
for ſafcty. All ſeeming remorſe, all ſhewes of hu- 
miliation, all blubbering and crying, is worth no. 
thing,nay it isa greatcr prouocation to him,if with. 
all, you joyne nor as the effec and fruit of all,this of 
our bleſſed Saviour, Sinne no more, Of this you 
muſt minde euery man himſelte, euery one his or 
her yoke-ftellowghis or her neighbour, for this you 
muſt call vpon your ſelues ; Oh that I could be able 
to finne no more ;, for this you muſt call ypon God, 
O Lord that requireſt amendment, worke amend. 
ment 3 Inable as well as command, and then 
through thy grace I will promiſe what thou requi- 
reſt, and performe whatI hauc promiſed; Lord 
I will ſinne »o more. 
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